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Art Unit: 2122 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the application filed on 08/27/200 1 . 

Claims 1-35 are pending and have been examined. The priority date for this application 
is 08/27/2001. 



Double Patenting 

The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine grounded in public policy (a 
policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" 
granted by a patent and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. See In re Goodman, 1 1 F.3d 1046, 29 
USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 
937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970);and, In re Thorington, 418 
F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) may be used to overcome an actual or 
provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent is 
shown to be commonly owned with this application. See 37 CFR 1 . 1 30(b). 

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a terminal disclaimer. A terminal 
disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 37 CFR 3.73(b). 

2. Claims (1, 19, 20), (21), (25), (27) and (35) are provisionally rejected under the judicially 
created doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims (1, 3, 
8), (16), (20), (21) and (28) of co-pending Application No. 10/100,559 (hereinafter '559) 
respectively. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct 
from each other because of the following observation. 



Instant Application Claims 


'559 Claim 


1. A method for specifying a computer- 
implemented process, the method 
comprising: 


1 . A method for specifying a machine 
vision process, the method comprising: 

displaying an image on a display; 
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displaying a graphical user interface on the 




display, wherein the graphical user 


disnlavinf? a eranhical user interface 


interface comprises a plurality of possible 


romnrisinff a nluralitv of oossible stens that 


image processing steps; 


are useable in snecifvine at least a nortion 




of a nrocess' 


receiving user input selecting a plurality of 




imaee nrocessine stens to be annlied to the 


r*»r*Ai\/incr nc^r innut cplpf*tifio s\ nluralitv of 


imaee* 


stens snecifvine a first nortion of the 






creatine a nrocess snecification in resoonse 

VI ^/ClvlllC^ M 1/1 V/VVJJ JL/VVlllVUIrlVll 111 * vul/Vll^V 




to the user input, wherein the process 


creatine a nrocess snecification in resoonse 


specification comprises the plurality of 


to the user innut wherein the nrocess 

l\J LI lw Ll^Wl 111L/UI, VV 11^*1 V/lll H lv JL7 1 W/VftJiJ 


image processing steps, wherein the 


snecification comnrises a nluralitv of stens 


process specification specifies a first 


snerifvine a first nortion of the nrocess* 


portion of the machine vision process; and 


creatine a block diagram in resnonse to 

vl wdLlllA CI L/l V/wlV Ulugl Cllll 111 1 vijpv/llJv IV 




user innut wherein the block diagram 




snecifies a second nortion of the nrocess* 






creating a block diagram in response to 


wherein the block diagram comprises a 


user input, wherein the block diagram 


plurality of interconnected nodes which 


specifies a second portion of the machine 


visually indicate operation of the second 


vision process; 
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nortion of the nrocess" 




wherein the process specification and the 


wherein the process specification and the 


UlULK Ulaglalll l/Ullce Lively apcUliy U1C 


h1of*lf HinorJim pollpftivplv enpnn/ thp 
uiueiv viict^idiii iajucv/LI vciy oLyeeny inc 


i^omnntpr-irnnlprnpntpH nrnfpss 

1/vJlllULll^l 1111 IJlt'lllV'lllV'W UI vvbdd. 


machine vision nrocess 

llldwlllllw Vlijlvll Ul UvvOu. 


17. 1 lie IIlClllUU Ul Claim 1, WllclClIl L11C 


*X Thp mpthon of plaim 1 w/nprpin thp 

J. 1 11C lllCLllwvl Ul eidllll l j W11C1C111 LI1C 


piuccaa la a iiiaeiiuie viaiwii piu^cos 


nlnralitv ofimaop nroppssinc* stpns of thp 
L/iui amy ui linage ^fi uvcdDiiig olcjjd \jl uie 


pvprMitahlp to \/iciin11\7 inenpft n Hp\/if*p' 
eXeelllaUlC LU VlaUaliy llldL/eUL a UcvlL/C, 


riroppcc cnppi fixation arp onprahJp to 
uiui'Cdj oueeiiiiraLii/ii cue vjjjeicujic i\j 


wncTcin me diock uiagiain 15 cxeuuiauic iu 


flnal\7"7P an imnop of a Hpvifp unrlpr 
ctiictiyZie oil linage ui a ucviee unuei 


Hptprminp an insnpption f*l a ssi fixation for 
ueieilliiue ail liidueeiivJii eiaddiiilsaiiuii iui 


insnprtion* whprpin thp hlnrlc Hifloram is 

lllOL/ V'l/Llv/ll, WllWlwlll 11 Iv UiUvIV UlUc^lUlll 13 


thp Hpvipp npnpnninc* on pvppiition rpsnlts 

11 1C UCVivC, vlCUCHLlllli^ v/11 eAei/ULlVJll leolilld 


onprahJp to rlptprminp an insnprtion rpsnlt 
UUvi auit t\j viviwi limit an nioL/v/vsiiuu i&ouii 


t\T trip nrr\ppcc cr*pr*i fixation 
\)L UlC piUUCdo aL/Cv/lllL*allVJU. 


for thp Hpvipp haspH on valups Hptprminprl 
L\ji tiie ueviee, ucijcu vjh vaiueo lieieiiiiiiieu 


90 TTip TYiPthofi of claim 1 whprpin thp 
Z.V/ . x lie iiieiiiuu ui Vsictiui i ? wneiv/in uiv^ 


hv thp imaffp nrocpssinff stens 

*J J 11 1V^ llllOgv Ul Vv^jOUlg JLWL/J. 


nrnrpss is pvpn itahip to nprforrri nnp or 

Ul Uvvd J Id C/AwUluUlW IvJ L/V/l A\J1 111 V/llV/ VJ1 




more of thp following tvnes of 


8 The method of claim 1 further 


annlirations* a marhinp vision amplication* 

ClLSL/llV'fcll-lvJllO. CI lllClV'lllllV' V 1311/11 CIL/ L/ll V/Cltl V-/11 j 


comnrisine* executing the machine vision 


an image nrocessine aoolication* an image 


process, wherein the machine vision 


analysis application; a motion control 


process visually inspects a device and 


application; an industrial automation 


generates a result. 


application; a process control application; a 




test and measurement application; a 
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simulation application. 




21 A method for snecifvinff a comnnter- 

X\. lll^lUUU 1U1 JUVvll V Ulg, U v\JlllL/LAlvl 


16 A method for snecifvint? a machine 


imnlpmpntpfi nrorpss thp mpthoH 

1111 L/l vlll vlll vll Ul Uvvu Jj lllv lllvLUVJU 


vision nrocess thp mpthod comnrisinc?" 

VlOlV/ll 1/1 vvvJJj Lllv lllvLllv/U vWlllL/1 1 ijlll£^ . 


pnmnxici no* 






Hisnlnvmc* a oranhipul nspr intprhapp ^fiTTT^ 


Hisnlavinor a oranhipjil nspr intprfapp ffrTTT^ 


whprpin thp {tITT includes machinp vision 

W11W1 Will lllv VJUl lllvlUUVvjj 1 11CI villi Iv V 1 OIUU 


wiY\f*Tf*\t\ thp fx! TT itif*liiHpc rmprati nric that 


nnpratirvns that arp splprtahlp to hp indnHpH 

UL/dClLlv/lld lilal alC jUCtlaUlv l\J UC lllvlUlJvU 


dl C SclCvlaDIC IU UC lilvlUUtU 1X1 a pi U L/C 


in si nroppec cr\f*rM"Fir*Qti/~itv 
111 a Ul UvCoj MJCviilvaLlUIl, 


snprifirfltion* 

OL/vVl.LlvU.Llv'll, 






receiving user innut to the CtIIT wherein 

1 vvvl Vlllg UOvl 111L/UL vVJ Lllv VJ VV11V1 vlll 




the user innut selects machine vision 

Ulv UOvl All L/ 14 1 jvlvvlJ lllClVlllllv VlJlvll 


rprpivin<? user innnt to the OUT wherein 

1 vvvl V lllg UOvl 111L/UL Lv 11 Iv \J V/lj VVllwl vlll 


onerations for inclusion in the nrocess 


thp nspr innnt splprts nnprntions fnr 

lllv UjvI 111L/UL OvlLvlO \J L/vl ULlVJllh) L\J1 


snprifi cation* 

jUvvlllvdllvllj 


inclusion in the nrocess soecification' 




creating the process specification in 




response to the user input, wherein the 




nrocess soecification snecifies a first 




portion of the process; 




creating a block diagram in response to 


creating the process specification in 


user input, wherein the block diagram 


response to the user input, wherein the 
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snecifies a second nortion of the nrocess* 


process specification specifies a first 




nortion of the machine vision nrocess" 




creating a block diagram in response to 




user input, wherein the block diagram 




snecifies a second nortion of the machine 

jUL/vlllvD CI jWvUIIU \J\Jl %,l\Jll \J k 1111/ lllUvlllllv 




vision nrocess* 


wherein the process specification and the 


wherein the process specification and the 


hlorlc diagram colleetivelv snecifv the 


block diagram collective! v snecifv the 

uivviv mufii mil vv/iivvii v vi y jl/wi a y iiiv 


computer-implemented process. 


machine vision process 


A method for snecifvint? a comntiter- 


20 A method for snecifvine a machine 

\y . liivti i\_/\»i ivi i)Uvviiy nisi u iiiuviiiiiv 


imnlempntpd nrocess thp method 

1I11LS 1 vlll vlll vli L/l U vvOO, lllv HlvLllVsU 


vision nrocess the method comnrisin&* 


comnri sin*?* 

vVJlllLSl ItJlllG). 




creating a process specification in response 


creating a process specification in response 


to user input, wherein the process 


to user input, wherein the process 


specification comprises a plurality of steps 


specification comprises a plurality of steps 


specifying a first portion of the process; 


specifying a first portion of the machine 




vision process; 


creating a block diagram in response to 


creating a block diagram in response to 
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user innut wherein the block diagram 


user input, wherein the block diagram 


specifies a second portion of the process; 


specifies a second portion of the machine 


wherein the block diagram comprises a 


vision process; 


plurality of interconnected nodes which 




viQiiallv inHiratp oneration of the second 




nortion of the orocess" 




wherein the process specification and the 


wherein the process specification and the 


block diagram collectively specify the 


block diagram collectively specify the 


computer-implemented process. 


machine vision process. 


27. A memory medium for specifying a 


21. A memory medium for specifying a 


computer-implemented process, the 


machine vision process, the memory 


mpmorv mpdinm comprising nroffram 


medium comprising program instructions 


instmrtinns pvpnitahlf* to* 


executable to* 


display a graphical user interface 


display an image on a display; display a 


comprising a plurality of possible steps that 


graphical user interface on the display, 


are useable in specifying at least a portion 


wherein the graphical user interface 


of a process; 


comprises a plurality of possible image 




processing steps; 


receive user input selecting a plurality of 


receive user input selecting a plurality of 
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steos soecifvine a first oortion of the 


image processing steps to be applied to the 


nrocess* 


imaee* 


create a nrocess snecifi cation in resnonse to 

vi valb a Lsit/t/t/OD OLJt't/i.LitsCiLitMi in i vjuuiiiJv iv 


create a nrocess snecifi cation in resnonse to 


the user innnt wherein the nrocess 

Lilt/ Lldtsl U1L/UL, Wllt/lt/111 Lilt/ L/l t/t't/ijij 


the user in nut wherein the nrocess 

Lilt/ U Jvl lllL/ULj WllWi Will Lilt/ Ul UvV J J 


specification comprises a plurality of steps 


specification comprises the plurality of 


specifying a first portion of the process; 


image processing steps, wherein the 




nrocpss snpcification snpcifips a first 
ui u^Cjj du drilled nun ouci'iiivd a 111 di 




nortion of the machine vision nrocess* 

LltJi Llt/11 \JL Lilt/ UlClt/lllllt/ Vldltsll L/l Uwdj, 


cr**atp a hloclr diaoram in resnonse to user 


create a hlnrlc* diaoram in resnonse to user 


innnt \x/h**rf*in thf* hloclr Hiaoram cnpcifiPQ 
mum, wuciciii n ic uiimv uiai^i din &utt/iiica 


innnt wherein the h1oclr diatrram snecifies 

llipilL, W11C1 CIll Lilt; L/1U t>Iv tlla££l ulll dJJvt/lllt/a 


a <:pcond nortion of the nrnrPQQ" 

a oCt/t/lltl JJtll L1\J11 VJ1 Lllw |Jlt/t/^dd, 


a second nnrtinn of the machine vision 

d O^VUUU Lst/1 Llt/li \Ji- Lilt/ 1 licit/ 1111 It/ V 1 jl\JU 


wherein the hloclc diapram comnrises a 

W llt/1 t/111 1111/ Ult/t/Iv UlClC^l U.111 t/WlllL/1 1 J CI 


nrocess* wherein the nrocess snecification 

L/l vvvOOj Wllt/lt^lll LI Iv L/l t/t/t/^O ^L/t/t/ll.lt/CLLlt/11 


nlnralitv of interconnected nodes which 

U1U1 dll L Y v/ 1 111 Lt/1 vUllllWvlvU llwViwij VVlllvll 


and the hloclc diagram collectivelv snecifv 

(U1U Lilt/ 1/lt/t/n. Ul CI CHILLI 11 vvllvvll » vl J iJUvWIY 


visuallv indicate oneration of the second 

VluUCUlj lllUlvUlv v/Uvl Clllv/ll vl H 1 V/ jVvvllU 


the machine vision nrocess 


portion of the process; wherein the process 




specification and the block diagram 




collectively specify the computer- 




implemented process. 




35. A system for specifying a computer- 


28. A system for specifying a machine 


implemented process, the system 


vision process, the system comprising: 
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comprising: 




a processor; a memory storing program 


a processor; a memory storing program 


instructions* 


instructions; wherein the processor is 




operable to execute the program 


wherein the processor is operable to 


instructions to: 


pirpmtp thp nrooram instructions to* 

vAt^/Ulv tiiw L/l \J til till 1 lllk>Ll W^/ll\-/llk> tw. 






disnlav an imaee on a disnlav* 

UUpiUJr (111 llUUfiV v/ll Wl j 


disnlav a tn"anhical nspr intprface 


disnlav a eranhical user interface on the 


eomnrisint? a nluralitv of oossible steos that 

Lilys 1 lOlllt^ CI U1U1 (UllJ V A. L/V/ijJll/lv O kxs Ly kJ UIUl 


display, wherein the graphical user 


are useable in specifying at least a portion 


interface comprises a plurality of possible 


of a process; receive user input selecting a 


image processing steps; 


plurality of steps specifying a first portion 


receive user input selecting a plurality of 


of thp nrocpss* 


image nrocessine stens to be annlied to the 




imaee* 


create a nrocess soecification in resoonse to 


create a process specification in response to 


the user innut wherein the orocess 


the user input, wherein the process 


specification comprises a plurality of steps 


specification comprises the plurality of 


specifying a first portion of the process; 


image processing steps, wherein the 




process specification specifies a first 




portion of the machine vision process; 
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create a block diagram in resoonse to user 


create a block diagram in response to user 


innut wherein the block diagram soecifies 

lllU^it^ VT llvl Vlll H. AV^ VllVi&I 14111 UL/ Will Vtf 


input, wherein the block diagram specifies 


a second portion of the process; 


a second portion of the machine vision 


wherein the block diagram comorises a 


process; wherein the process specification 


nluralitv of interconnected nodes which 


and the block diagram collectively specify 


visuallv indicate ooeration of the second 


the machine vision process. 


portion of the process; 




wherein the process specification and the 




block diagram collectively specify the 




computer-implemented process. 





The limitations recited in claims 1, 19 and 20 are obvious variations of limitation in '559 
Claims 1, 3 and 8. 

The limitations recited in claims 21 is obvious variations of limitation in '559 Claim 16. 
The limitations recited in claim 25 is obvious variations of limitation in '559 Claim 20. 
The limitations recited in claim 27 is obvious variations of limitation in '559 Claim 21. 
The limitations recited in claim 35 is obvious variations of limitation in '559 Claim 28. 
This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection because the conflicting 
claims have not in fact been patented. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by Favreau et al., 
US Patent No. 6,531,707 (hereinafter Favreau) in view of Marrion, Jr. et al., US Patent No. 
6,408,249 (hereinafter Marrion). 

As Per Claim 1, Favreau teaches that a machine vision method and system for inspecting 
a material. The system comprises a light source arranged to illuminate the material and an 
imaging device configured to acquire image data corresponding to at least one characteristic of 
the material while the material is being illuminated by the light source. (E.g. see Abstract and 
associated text). In that Favreau discloses the method that covering the steps of: 

"displaying a graphical user interface (E.g. see Col 9:39, GUI) comprising a plurality of 
possible steps (E.g. see Col. 9:35, instructions) that are useable in specifying at least a portion of 
a process" (E.g. see Col. 9:34-41); 

"receiving user input selecting a plurality of steps specifying a first portion of the 
process" (E.g. see Col. 9:41-46, which states ". . inputting information to and from a user . . ."); 

"creating a process specification in response to the user input (E.g. see FIGS. 2-6 and 
associated text, e.g. Col. 9:41-52), wherein the process specification comprises a plurality of 
steps specifying a first portion of the process;" (E.g. see Col. 9:52-65); 
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Favreau doesn't explicitly disclose creating a block diagram in response to user input, 
wherein the block diagram specifies a second portion of the process. However Marrion, in 
analogous art, teaches providing "creating a block diagram in response to user input, wherein the 
block diagram specifies a second portion of the process (E.g. see Col. 12:20-28); wherein the 
block diagram comprises a plurality of interconnected nodes (E.g. see col. 12:23, nodes) which 
visually indicate operation of the second portion of the process (E.g. see Col. 12:20, data-flow 
graph); wherein the process specification and the block diagram collectively specify the 
computer-implemented process (E.g. see Col. 12:20-28)". Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the 
teaching of Marrion into the system of Favreau because this would provide Favreau system with 
versatile tools to allow the user to graphically connect any inspection step. 

As Per claim 2, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Favreau teaches: 
"wherein the block diagram graphically specifies a procedure that uses values (E.g. see 

col. 3:7-22) determined by the first portion of the process to produce one or more results." (E.g. 

see col. 2:66-76 and Col. 3:1-6). 

As Per claim 3, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Favreau teaches: 
"wherein the block diagram graphically specifies a decision operation based on execution 

results determined by steps in the process specification." (E.g. see col. 3:7-22, e.g. exposure 

control level). 
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As Per claim 4, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Favreau teaches: 
"including one or more steps in the process specification operable to perform a plurality 
of operations based on a result computed by the block diagram." (Again, see noted above of 
Claims 2-3, values (E.g. see col. 3:7-22) / results (E.g. see col. 2:66-76 and Col 3:1-6) ). 

As Per claim 5, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Favreau teaches: 
"including a step in the process specification that references the block diagram." (E.g. 
see col. 3:7-22, e.g. exposure control level. Change the control level requires a separate set of 
steps or actions under the process specification, and executing these separate actions are 
controlled by the block diagram). 

As Per claim 6, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Favreau teaches: 
"executing the process, wherein said executing comprises executing the process 
specification and executing the block diagram." (Again, see noted above of Claim 5). 

As per Claims 7-12, the rejection of claim 1 are incorporated and are rejected under the 
same reason set forth in connection of the rejection of claim 1. 

As per Claim 13, the rejection of claim 12 is incorporated and further Favreau teaches: 
"wherein the object is an image." (E.g. see Abstract ). 

As per Claim 14, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Favreau teaches: 
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"wherein the process specification comprises a script (E.g. see col. 10:10-14, A script 
can be a software that calls the run routines that executes the desired steps), 

As per Claim 15, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Favreau teaches: 
"wherein the process specification is stored as a computer program " (E.g. see Col. 9:41- 

51). 

As per Claim 16, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and is rejected under the same 
reason set forth in connection of the rejection of claim 11. 

As per Claim 17, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Favreau doesn't 
explicitly disclose creating a program portion coded in a text-based programming language in 
response to user input. However Marrion, in analogous art, teaches providing "creating a 
program portion coded in a text-based programming language in response to user input (E.g. see 
Col. 2:59-62, C-language)" Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Marrion into the system 
of Favreau, to create a program portion coded in a text-based programming language in response 
to user input. The modification would have been obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to use C-language to create a version-based inspection program. 

As per Claim 18, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Favreau teaches: 
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"wherein process is executable to inspect a device;" (E.g. see Abstract and FIG. 1 and 
associated text); 

"wherein the block diagram is executable to determine an inspection classification for the 
device, depending on execution results of the process specification." (E.g. see col. 3:7-22). 

As per Claim 19, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Favreau teaches: 
"wherein the process is a machine vision process executable to visually inspect a 

device;" (E.g. see Abstract and FIG.l and associated text); 

"wherein the block diagram is executable to determine an inspection classification for the 

device, depending on execution results of the process specification." (E.g. see col. 3:7-22). 

As per Claim 20, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Favreau teaches: 
"wherein the process is executable to perform one ... of the following types of 
applications: a machine vision application;" (E.g. see Abstract and FIG.l and associated text). 

As per Claim 21, Favreau teaches: 

"displaying a graphical user interface (GUI) (E.g. see Col. 9:39, GUI), wherein the GUI 
includes operations (E.g. see Col. 9:35, instructions) that are selectable to be included in a 
process specification;" (E.g. see Col. 9:34-41); 

"receiving user input to the GUI, wherein the user input selects operations for inclusion 
in the process specification;" (E.g. see Col. 9:41-46, which states ". . .inputting information to 
and from a user ..."); 
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"creating a process specification in response to the user input (E.g. see FIGS. 2-6 and 
associated text, e.g. Col. 9:41-52), wherein the process specification comprises a plurality of 
steps specifying a first portion of the process;" (E.g. see Col. 9:52-65); 

Favreau doesn't explicitly disclose creating a block diagram in response to user input, 
wherein the block diagram specifies a second portion of the process. However Marrion, in 
analogous art, teaches providing "creating a block diagram in response to user input, wherein the 
block diagram specifies a second portion of the process (E.g. see Col 12:20-28); wherein the 
process specification and the block diagram collectively specify the computer-implemented 
process (E.g. see Col. 12:20-28)". Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Marrion into the 
system of Favreau, to create a block diagram in response to user input. The modification would 
have been obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to allow 
the user to graphically connect inspection steps to each other. 

As per Claims 22-24, the rejection of claim 21 are incorporated and are rejected under the 
same reason set forth in connection of the rejection of claims 4-6, respectively. 

As per Claim 25, Favreau teaches: 

"receiving user input indicating operations to be performed on an object;" (E.g. see Col. 
9:41 -46, which states "... inputting information to and from a user . . . "); 

"storing a plurality of steps in a script (E.g. see col. 10:10-14, A script can be a software 
that calls the run routines that executes the desired steps) in response to the user input (E.g. see 



Application/Control Number: 09/940,189 Page 17 

Art Unit: 2122 

FIGS. 2-6 and associated text, e.g. Col. 9:41-52), wherein each step is operable to perform an 
operation;" (E.g. see Col. 9:52-65) 

Favreau doesn't explicitly disclose creating a block diagram in response to user input, 
wherein the block diagram specifies a decision operation based on execution results of the 
plurality of steps. However Marrion, in analogous art, teaches providing "creating a block 
diagram in response to user input, wherein the block diagram specifies decision operation based 
on execution results of the plurality of steps (E.g. see Col. 12:20-28); wherein the script (E.g. see 
col. 10: 10-14, A script can be a software that calls the run routines that executes the desired 
steps) and the block diagram collectively specify the computer-implemented process (E.g. see 
Col. 12:20-28)". Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Marrion into the system of Favreau, 
to create a block diagram in response to user input. The modification would have been obvious 
because one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to allow the user to 
graphically connect inspection steps to each other. 

As per Claim 26, Favreau teaches: 

"creating a process specification in response to the user input (E.g. see FIGS. 2-6 and 
associated text, e.g. Col. 9:41-52), wherein the process specification comprises a plurality of 
steps specifying a first portion of the process;" (E.g. see Col. 9:52-65); 

Favreau doesn't explicitly disclose creating a block diagram in response to user input, 
wherein the block diagram specifies a second portion of the process. However Marrion, in 
analogous art, teaches providing "creating a block diagram in response to user input, wherein the 
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block diagram comprises a plurality of interconnected nodes which visually indicate operation of 
the second portion of the process (E.g. see Col. 12:20-28); wherein the process specification and 
the block diagram collectively specify the computer-implemented process (E.g. see Col. 12:20- 
28)". Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Marrion into the system of Favreau, to create 
a block diagram in response to user input. The modification would have been obvious because 
one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to allow the user to graphically 
connect inspection steps to each other. 

As Per Claim 27, is the memory medium claim corresponding to the method claim 1 and 
is rejected under the same reason set forth in connection of the rejection of claim 1 . Further 
Favreau discloses memory (E.g. see FIG. 2-6, memory 420 and associated text). 

As per Claims 28-34, the rejection of claim 27 are incorporated and are rejected under the 
same reason set forth in connection of the rejection of claims 4-6, 10, 12-13 and 19 respectively. 

As Per Claim 35, is the system medium claim corresponding to the method claim 1 and is 
rejected under the same reason set forth in connection of the rejection of claim 1. Further 
Favreau discloses processor (E.g. see ABSTRACT). 
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Conclusion 



3. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Kuo-Liang J Tang whose telephone number is 703-305-4866. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Q Dam can be reached on 703-305-4552, 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



Washington, DC. 20231 



or faxed to: 



(703) 872-9306. 





Software Engineer Patent Examiner 



